Gc 

974.402 

Sa34e 

1744402 


REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


frllimilSMiViNTiY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01095  5737 


Digitized  by 

the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 

https  ://arch  i  ve .  org/detai  Is/sal  isbu  rysearl  i  e00evan_0 


r 


Salisbury '5  ^arliejt^^ttl^rs 


BY 


IS 


JOHN    Q.  EVANS. 


A  paper  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Improvement 
Society  held  at  Salisbury,  Mass.,  June  17,  1896. 


EE-PUBLISHED  FROM  TJIE  AMES  BUR  I'  NEWS. 


Amesbury. 
*C.  S.  Morse,  Printer. 
1896. 


1744402 

Salisbury's  Earliest  Settlers. 

BY  JOHN  O.  EVANS. 


Iii  extending  a  welcome  to  your 
association  upon  this  visit  to  the  old 
town  of  Salisbury,  a  town  indeed 
rich  in  treasure  to  the  historian,  and 
of  whose  history  we  as  common  de- 
pendents of  the  first  settlers  may 
well  be  proud,  it  becomes  my  pleas- 
ant duty  to  briefly  turn  the  pages  of 
a  few  of  the  first  years  of  her  history, 
trusting  that,  though  I  may  add  but 
little  to  what  is  already  familiar  to 
you,  I  may  yet  present  more  concise- 
ly the  conditions  under  which  the 
new  settlement  was  placed  when  in 
its  infancy,  the  struggle  to  maintain 
a  foothold  in  the  wilderness  made  for 
these  hardy  pioneers — a  life  which 
must  have  been  terribly  in  earnest, 
and  which  will  in  part  account  for 
their  seeming  arbitrary  rule  over  their 
people  by  the  governing  authorities, 
it  is  my  purpose  to  trace  briefly  of 
the  settlement  of  the  old  plantation 
of  Merrimac,  of  its  early  settlers  and 
of  the  growth  of  the  town  during  the 
first  sixty  years  following  its  incor-- 
poration,  a  period  extending  down 
to  the  time  of  Queen  Anne's  war. 
when  the  horrors  of  Indian  barbari- 
ties spread  terror  among  the  settlers 
of  the  province. 

With  the  settlement  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  colony  at  Salem  and  the 


large  influx  of  immigrants, the  bounds 
of  the  colony  were  being  continually 
extended.  To  the  south,  where  they 
soon  met  the  bounds  of  the  Plymouth 
colony,  and  north  that  they  might 
gain  possession  of  all  possible  terri- 
tory in  that  direction.  Who  was  the 
first  settler  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Merrimac  we  shall  never  know.  For 
several  years  prior  to  the  grant  by  the 
general  court  in  1638 -the  plantation 
was  Known  by  the  name  of  Merri- 
mac. Mr.  Merrill,  in  his  history  of 
Amesbury,  refers  to  John  Bay  ley  of 
Newbury,  who  came  over  from  Eng- 
land in  the  ship  Angel  Gabriel, Aug- 
ust, 1635,  as  the  tirst  settler,  and  in 
support  cites  that  by  order  of  the 
court  June  6,  1637,  the  constable  at 
Newbury  was  directed  to  apprehend 
John  Bayley  who  lived  beyond  the 
Merrimac.  It  seems  probable, how- 
ever, that  a  squatter  settlement  had 
been  established  for  some  years  prior 
to  this.  As  early  as  1633  in  sundry 
charges  preferred  against  Gov.  W'in- 
throp  for  exceeding  his  authority, to- 
gether with  other  questions,  lie  is 
asked  why  lie  has  licensed  a  certain 
person  to  settle  at  Merrimac,  four 
years  before  Bayley's  time  and  while 
he  was  yet  living  in  England.  All 
this,  however,  is  not  of  importance, 
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as  the  date  of  the  birth  of  the  town 
must  spring  from  Sept.  6.'r6'3S,wr»en 
Mr.  Bmdstreet,  Mr.  Dudley, Jr., Mr. 
Batter,  Mr.  Winsley,  Capt.  Denni- 
son,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Woodbridge, 
Mr.  Batte,  Henry  Bilye,  Giles  Fir- 
man, Richard  Kent  and  John  Saun- 
ders were  allowed  to  begin  a  planta- 
tion at  Merrimac.  Of  these  twelve 
men  two  only,  Samuel  Winsley  and 
Henry  Biley,  lived  and  died  in  the 
new  town.  Christopher  Batt  and 
John  Saunders,  both  prominent  in 
town  affairs,  soon  moved  away,  Batt 
to  Boston  in  1 65 1 ,  where  he  became 
a  prominent  merchant,  and  ten  years 
later  was  accidentally  shot  by  ids 
son,  while  Saunders  in  1656  moved 
to  Wells,  Maine.  Mr.  Bradstreet 
was  a  son  inlaw  of  Gov.  Dudley, and 
governor  of  the  colony  16S0  to  16S5  ; 
Thomas  Dudley,  Jr.,  son  of  Gov. 
Dudley ;  Edmund  Batter,  a  rich 
malster  of  Salem,  very  prominent  in 
colonial  affairs;  Daniel  Dennison.an 
original  proprietor  of  Newbury  and 
son  in  law  of  Gov.  Simonds ;  Dr. 
John  Clarke,  who  owned  Clarke's 
farm  at  Newbury,  later  a  celebrated 
physician  of  Boston  ;  John  Wood- 
bridge, a  son  in  law  of  Gov.  Dudley, 
the  fust  minister  of  Andover,  and 
later  returned  to  England  ;  Giles  Fir- 
man, who  later  returned  to  England 
and  became  an  eminent  divine.  In 
a  sermon  before  parliament  he  said 
that  during  a  residence  of  seven  years 
in  the  colony  he  had  never  seen  an 
intoxicated  person.  Richard  Kent 
was  a  rich  malster  of  Newbury. 

The  plantation  was  very  indefinite 
as  to  its  boundaries,  having  the  Mer- 
rimac on  the  south,  the  ocean  cast, 
while  on  the  north  towards  Hamp- 
ton no  definite  bounds  were  as  vet 
established,  and  to  the  west  was  the 
boundless  forest.  With  the  absence 
of  all  roads  and  bridges  the  first  set- 
tlements were  always  made  near  to  a 
convenient  place  for  water  transpor- 
tation. When  the  fust  settlers  ar- 
rived at  Merrimac  they  probably 
came  up  town  creek  and   landed  on 


the  high  land  at  what  is  now  c. 
the  landing  below  the  resident 
Dr.  Spalding. 

The  grant  of  the  plantation  ha 
been  made  so  late  in  the  season 
not  probable  that   an   actual  s< 
ment  of  the  tow  n  was  undert 
until  the  spring  of  1639,  whei 
have  record  of  sixty-eight  fan 
having  received  grants  of  com 
land.    As  early  as  June  of  this 
the    plantation    had  assumed 
municipal   control   when   at  a  1 
meeting  land  was  divided  andg 
made  to  the   settlers.  During 
year  the  name    of   the  town 
changed  to  Colchester,   only  t 
again  changed  in  1640  to  the  pn 
name  of  Salisbury. 

One  of  the  first  questions  foi 
town  to  determine  was  that  c 
boundary  line,  and  as  early  as 
the  line  between  the  town  and  Hi 
ten  on  the  north, also  with  Have) 
were  run  out  by  a  committ< 
townsmen.  Neither  of  these  ■ 
proved  satisfactory,  however, an* 
until  1667  was  the  line  bet\ 
Salisbury  and  Haverhill  settled, \ 
the  general  court  ordered  a  lint 
ginning  at  Holts  rocks  and  to 
N.  W. 

Of  the  Hampton  line  starting  e 
bound   rocks  and  running  to 
Batchelder's  farm   (near  the  1 
scboolhouse)  there  was  much 
troversv,  and  from  1640  until 
there  was  a  constant  wrangle, 
finally  in  this  latter  year  the  Slu 
line  was  accepted.  The  bound  1 
at   Hampton  river  mouth  ma 
A.  D.,  1657,  II.  B.,   is  yet  t< 
plainly  read.     From  this  point 
line  was   run   to   Mr.  Batchel 
farm,  thence  to  the  Hawk's  Ne.> 
called,   near  the   residence  of 
Gills,  on  the  road  from  Amesbu 
Exeter,  and   so  along  the  nort 
boundary  of  South  Hampton,  N 
and  continuing  a  westerly  corn  s 
til  it  met  the  Haverhill  line. 

This  intersection  of  the  Ham 
and  Haverhill  line  is  at  what  is 
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e  town  of  Hampsteacl,  X.  H.,  in 
nglc  pond,  so  called,  the  two  lines 
eeting  at  an  acute  angle.  This 
rritory  embraced  all  of  the  present 
wns  of  Salisbury,  AmesJbury.Merri- 
ac  and  South  Hampton,  together 
ith  a  portion  of Seabrook,  Newton, 
ingston,  Plaistow  and  Hampstead, 
ew  Hampshire,  a  tract  of  land 
.erasfing  some  live  miles  in  width 
d  of  an  extreme  length  of  fourteen 
iles  and  embracing  some  fifty 
uare  miles  of  land.  A  town  of  this 
st  extent  mast  of  necessity  have 
en  the  cause  of  inconvenience  to 
e  inhabitants  who  lived  in  the  re- 
ate  sections.  To  attend  church, 
ming  from  E.  Hampstead  to  yon- 
r  church  site,  or  to  attend  the 
imerous  town  meetings  must  have 
en  a  serious  undertaking, and  every 
od  citizen  was  expected  to  do  both 
these  with  the  most  faithful  com- 
iance.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  a 
urch  was  wanted  on  the  west  of 
3  Powow?  And  the  erection  of  a 
w  town,  which  was  done  in  166S, 
d  the  Powow  river  as  a  line,  cut 
2  territory  nearly  in  two  equal  por- 
>ns. 

Very  soon  after  the  settlement  of 
a  town  in  1643  a  new  county  was 
med,  comprising  the  towns  on  the 
rth  of  the  Men  imac,  namely,  Salis- 
ry,  Haverhill,  Hampton,  Dover, 
:eter  and  Portsmouth.  At  first  the 
unty  courts  were  held  alternately 
Salisbury  and  Hampton,  but  after 
:  years  it  was  ordered  ''That  Salis- 
ry  shall  be  the  shire  town  of  the 
unty,"  and  >n  the  common  near 
^  church  was  the  court  house,  while 
ar  at  hand  on  the  rising  ground 
>od  the  stockade.  After  an  exist- 
ce  of  fifty  years  the  four  northerly 
•vns  were  taken  into  New  Hamp- 
ire,  and  Salisbury,  Amcsburv  and 
.  iverhill  were  j  ►ined  to  Essex 
unty,  when  the  Norfolk  county 
ised  to  exist. 

The  New  Hampshire  line  has  al- 
ays  been  a  bone  of  contention  and 
er  many  fruitless  attempts  finally, 


in  1737'  tne  k*ino  ordered  a  line  to 
run  three  miles  north  of  the  Merri- 
mac  to  be  the  southern  boundaiy  of 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
commissioner  began  at  Black  Rocks 
and  measured  north  three  miles  and 
then  ran  a  line  to  conform  to  the 
general  trend  of  the  river.  To  this 
line  New  Hampshire  objected  as 
Black  Rocks  was  not  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Merrimac  but  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  to  the  north  ( Belknap,  page 
24S).  This  is  of  value  as  showing 
that  the  north  end  of  Plum  Island 
down  nearly  to  the  hotel  was, prior 
to  the  river  breaking  through  in  the 
early  days  of  this  century,  a  part  of 
Salisburv  and  over  which  the  town 
may  again  assume  municipal  author- 
ity. This  new  state  boundary  was 
the  cause  of  much  trouble  to  our 
town,  and  what  is  now  South  Hamp- 
ton and  Seabrook  were  cut  off  from 
our  northern  border.  When  having 
shrunk  to  only  one-fourth  of  our 
original  area  we  were  allowed  to  re- 
main undisturbed  for  145  years, when 
in  1SS6  the  two  villages  on  either 
bank  of  the  Powow  were  united, and 
we  suffered  a  new  loss  of  territory, 
until  to-day,  having  lost  so  largely  of 
our  area  and  wealth,  we  feel  that  we 
have  little  left  us  but  the  tradition  of 
our  early  days,  and  to  this  we  shall 
cling,  determined  that  these  at  least 
shall  not  be  taken  from  us. 

We  find  record  of  6S  original  set- 
tlers of  whom  10  were  honored  with 
the  title  of  Mr. ,  but  it  is  not  safe  to 
assume  prior  residence  by  these  men 
over  others  of  the  times  as  we  often 
find  names  which  show  their  owners 
to  have  been  contemporaneous  with 
the  6S  first  mentioned  by  Thomas 
Bradbury, the  town  clerk  of  the  time. 
To  mention  all  of  the  early  families 
of  the  town  would  require  a  volume 
in  itself.  As  many  of  them  have- 
either  done  valient  service  for  the 
town  or  were  ancestors  of  prominent 
families.  I  shall  touch  very  briefly 
of  the  more  prominent  of  them. 

Christopher  Batt  was  one  of  the 
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most  influential  men  in  the  planta- 
tion. His  lot,  where  the  railroad 
crosses  the  road  near  the  landing, 
which  he  sold  to  the  Buswells  in 
t  1650,  ten  acres  for  £52,  has 
been  in  the  Buswell  family  to 
this  day.  Batt's  hill,  near  Edmund 
Morrill's,  was  named  in  his  honor, 
also  the  land  there  was  divided  about 
1700  and  called  the  Batt's  hill  divis- 
ion. A  selectman  and  deputy  dur- 
ing his  whole  residence  here  in  town. 

Thomas  Bradbury  lived  just  south 
of  Batt's.  One  of  the  best  educated 
men  in  the  settlement, being  probably 
continuouslv  on  the  board  of  select- 
men from  the  first  board,  1639,  to 
1 69 1,  over  fifty  years;  town  clerk 
forty-two  years. deputy  several  terms, 
and  captain  of  the  militia.  In  1652 
he  was  chosen  schoolmaster  at  .£20 
salary,  half  paid  in  corn.    He  died 

1695,  leaving  £5  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  town,  the  first  record  of 
our  town  having  been  the  recipient 
of  a  public  bequest.  His  wife, Mary, 
was  a  daughter  of  John  Perkins  of 
Ipswich  and  who, in  her  old  age, was 
tried  for  witchcraft  and  sentenced  to 
death, but  was  later  liberated.  There 
is  little  doubt  but  what  this  was 
largely  the  result  of  malice,  as  her 
principle  accusers  were  open  ene- 
mies of  hers.  As  early  as  1649  we 
find  mention  of  the  orchard  of 
Thomas  Bradbury. 

George  Carr  was  originally  lo- 
cated north  of  the  landing,  but  was 
granted  the  large  island  in  the  Mer- 
rimac  in  1640  and  known  as  Can's 
Island,  in  honor  of  the  early  ferry- 
man who  had  charge  of  the  ferry  to 
Newbury  for  many  years.  He  and 
his  son  Richard  also  had  control  of 
the  ferry  at  Amesbury  from  1669  to 

1696,  when  they  sold  it  to  Capt. 
John  March  for  £137.  Of  his  ten 
children  William  mar  ried  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Robert  Pike,  and  lived 
for  a  time  at  Amesbury. 

Roger  Eastman,  supposed  to  be 
the  ancestor  of  all  of  this  name  in 
America,  born   161 1.    Of  his  ten 


children  Nathaniel  married  a  <  augh- 
ter  of  Thomas  Bradbury.  Philip 
moved  to  Haverhill  and  a  son,  Cap- 
tain Ebenezer,  with  six  boys,  were 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Pcnncook, 
(Concord)  N.  II.,  his  team  being 
the  first  to  make  a  track  through  the 
primeval  forests.  Sarah  married 
Solomon  Shepherd,  a  prominent 
character  of  the  times.  One  branch 
of  this  family  at  a  later  date  lived  at 
1 4 Rabbit  coiner,"  whence  Ezekiel 
Webster  of  Salisbury,  N.  PI.;  came 
to  find  a  wife,  who  returned  with 
him  to  plant  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  where  in  the  log  cabin 
which  their  labor  had  erected  was 
born  that  grand  specimen  of  man- 
kind, the  great  Daniel  Webster. 

You  will  pardon  me  for  a  slight 
digression,  The  mother  of  Danie 
Webster  deserves  more  than  a  pass- 
ing notice.  Abigail  Eastman  was 
the  daughter  of  Roger  Eastman,  the 
great  grandson  of  Roger,  the  fu  st 
settler,  her  mother  being  Jerushf 
Pitts,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Fitts. 
who  married  Sarah  Thorn.  Abigai 
had  two  brothers  voungcr  than  her- 
self, Ezekiel  and  Daniel,  and  it  if 
fair  to  assume  that  her  boys  wen 
named  for  her  two  brothers  In  ing  ii 
the  old  town  of  Salisbury. 

Samuel  Dudley,  another  of  ots 
early  settlers,  who  during  his  brie 
stay  in  the  town  shone  forth  as  on 
of  her  most  illustrous  citizens.  H 
lived  just  north  of  the  present  churc 
site.  A  son  of  Gov.  Thomas  Du< 
ley,  he  married  Mary,  the  daughtt 
of  Gov.  Winthrop,  who  died  te 
years  later,  and  is  buried  in  yonde 
cemetery  on  the  road  to  the  head 
Eater  he  married  May  By  ley,  and  i 
1650  he  became  pastor  of  the  churc 
at  Exeter.  As  selectman,  assessc 
and  keeper  of  the  Norfolk  count 
court  he  exercised  much  influence  i 
town  affairs. 

Robert  Fitts  originally  located  i 
the  corner  of  the  Amesbury  road  an 
road  to  Exeter  and  is  referred  to  t 
^Fitts.hiicorner."   Tie  early  move 
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s  family  to  Ipswich,  but  later  his 
•Hudson  Richard  returned  to  Salis- 
lry  and  became  the  progenitor  of 
1  of  the  name  who  have  since 
red  in  this  town. 

Edward  French  was  the  ancestor 
*one  of  our  most  substantial  fami- 
?s.  He  located  on  the  beach  road 
?xt  east  of  Major  Pike's,  and  the  lot 

in  the  same  family  to  this  day. 
is  was  the  third  largest  estate  in 
wn.  Selectman  for  several  terms. 
Samuel  Hall,  frequently  select- 
;m.  directed  by  the  general  court 

care  for  the  church  council  to  meet 
ere:  an  outspoken  person  of  strong 
and. 

Richard  Goodale  was  for  many 
;ars  the  hunter  hired  by  the  town 
»  rid  the  settlement  of  wolves  and 
•xes,  The  large  swamp  on  the  east 
de  of  the  road  to  Exeter  is  known 
»  Goodale's  swamp.  A  daughter 
tarried  William  Allen,  the  pioneer. 
.  son  removed  to  Boston.  In  1664 
ic  school  was  kept  at  young  Good- 
e's  house. 

The  Clough  family,  now  extinct, 
'as  for  many  years  prominent  in 
i\vn.  John  was  the  first  of  the  fam- 
y.  He  early  lived  at  the  Plains  near 
ie  site  of  the  Plains  schoolhouse. 
•f  his  children  John  married  Mercy 
age,  a  near  neighbor,  and  lived  on 
replace  now  occupied  by  the  writer, 
ho  mas  lived  on  the  location  of  the 
lains  schoolhouse.  Most  of  this 
mil\-  emigrated  to  Xew  Hampshire. 
The  Morrills  have  ever  been  one 
"the  most  numerous  families  of  the 
•wn.  Abraham  and  Isaac. brothers, 
tme  from  England  1632,  first  set- 
ing  at  Cambridge.  Abraham  was 
prominent  farmer  and  blacksmith 
id  a  heavy  tax-payer.  His  wife  was 
arah,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Clem- 
it  of  Haverhill.  He  in  1641  had 
nd  granted  him  where  the  present 
trsonage  is.  A  year  later  he  with 
enry  Say  wood  built  a  grist  mill, 
e  died  in  1662  leaving  propertv  to 
e  value  of  £507,  new  house,  fifty- 
\en   acres  of  land,   three  shares 


grist  mill,  part  of  a  vessel,  smith's 
tools.  Of  his  children  Moses  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Barnes,  Abraham  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Wymond 
Bradbury  and  grandchild  of  Thomas 
Bradbury  and  Robert  Pike.  Isaac, 
another  son,  probably  lived  neir 
Munday  hill,  and  his  son  Abraham 
located  at  the  Plains  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Edmund  Morrill  and  which 
has  been  in  the  family  for  some  2co 
years. 

Henry  Munday,  the  richest  man 
in  town,  frequently  held  town  office. 
Munday  hill  is  named  in  his  honor, 
also  Munday  Island  in  the  salt  marsh 
near  the  beach  road. 

Richard  North,  a  resident  of  the 
town  holding  different  offices.  He 
also  rang  the  meeting  house  bell  in 
1647-S.  He  later  moved  to  Salem. 
It  was  North's  daughter  Susanna  who 
married  George  Martin,  and  in  her 
old  age, convicted  of  being  a  witch, 
was  hung  on  testimony  of  a  most  im- 
probable character. 

Another  name  unknown  to-day 
among  us  is  that  of  "Partridge." 
William  dwelt  where  the  car  house 
now  stands.  He  died  prior  to  1656, 
as  this  year  his  widow  married  An- 
thony Stonvan,  a  noted  person  at 
Hampton.  Prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, bib  sons  became  even  more  so 
in  ktter  years.  William,  Jr.,  of 
Portsmouth,  a  mechanical  genius, 
treasurer  of  the  province,  supplied 
the  navy  w  ith  timber,  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor 1697,  leader  of  the  opposition 
against  John  Usher  and  his  party, 
later  removed  to  Newbury.  A  son 
Richard  was  agent  for  the  province 
in  England.  A  daughter  married 
Governor  Belcher,  ruler  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
colonies  in  1730,  and  the  mother  of 
Gov.  Belcher  of  Nova  Scotia. 

John  Gill  was  early  in  town  w  hen 
he  married  Phoebe  Buswell.  He 
lived  at  what  is  since  called  Gill's 
corner  at  the  Plains.  A  daughter 
Elizabeth  married  Marris  Tucker. 

Andrew  Greeley  was  a  prominent 


man  m  the  early  days  of  the  town. 
He  moved  to  Haverhill,  leaving  de- 
scendents  who  have  kept  the  name 
alive  to  this  day. 

Stephen  Flanders  was  another 
prominent  settler  whose  name  has 
been  handed  down  to  the  present 
generation. 

John  Stevens  located  where  to-day 
Samuel  Stevens  dwells  and  the  home 
of  the  family  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years.  Continually  in  office, he 
■was  an  important  man  in  early  days. 
His  name  is  to-day  represented  in 
this  town. 

Samuel  Winsley  was  one  of  the 
original  grantees  of  the  plantation. 
His  improved  method  of  the  manu- 
facture of  salt  added  greatly  to  the 
value  of  this  important  business,  one 
of  the  leading  industries  of  the  day. 
A  son  Ephriam  was  school  master  in 
1673  at  £10  salary  per  annum. 

Robert  Ring  was  granted  land  at 
Ring's  Island  in  1642  if  he  carry  on 
the  fishing  business,  and  in  1654 
granted  to  enjoy  the  sole  right  to  take 
fish  from  the  Powow  river  for  live 
years.  A  son  Jarvis  was  a  lawyer 
and  the  first  of  the  prolession  that  1 
have  found  in  town. 

Richard  Wells  lived  near  the  bury- 
ing ground.  He  was  a  prominent 
official  and  deacon  of  the  church, 
probably  brother  of  Thomas  Welts 
of  Ipswich,  the  father  of  Rev.  Thos. 
Wells,  third  minister  of  Amesbury, 
-who  was  born  1647,  ordained  167 J, 
died  1734. 
~~-  Henry  True,  while  not  of  the 
original  settlers,  was  veiy  early  at 
Salisbury  when  he  married  Israel,  a 
sister  of  Major  Robert  Pike.  After 
ids  death  his  widow  married  Joseph 
Fletcher.  Of  his  children  Henry, 
Jr.,  married  Jane,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bradbury.  lie  was  for 
years  the  leading  military  man  <»t 
the  town.  His  records  testify  that 
he  was  a  fine  writer  and  well  edu- 
cated. He  lived  where  Mr.  l\  A. 
True  now  resides. 

Marris  Tucker,  another  settler  in 


town,  ancestor  of  all  the  Tuckers  of 
this  section.  His  first  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Stevens,  and  second, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Gill. 
A  cooper,  he  lived  on  the  Plains, 
selling  the  farm  in  1699  to  Samuel 
Joy.  lie  made  the  bricks  for  the 
parsonage  house  built  in  1693,  and 
evidences  of  the  old  yard  are  to  be 
seen  at  this  day  on  the  farm  which  he 
occupied;,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Frank 
Sanborn. 

Another  prominent  family  was  the 
Browns.  Christian,  a  widow  with 
four  sons,  were  of  the  first  settlers. 
One  of  the  sons,  Henry,  was  very 
prominent  in  town  a  Hairs.  He  died 
in  1  701 ,  aged  S6.  Of  his  children, 
Abraham  married  Elizabeth  Shep- 
herd and  lived  at  the  Plains,  the 
old  farm  being  yet  known  as  the 
Brown  place.  A  second  son, Nathan- 
iel, was  a  leading  military  man. 

William  Osgood,  the  youngest  of 
three  brothers,  born  1609.  At  Salis- 
bury, 1640.  Of  his  children,  Eliza- 
beth married  Robert  Qui m by  .Joanna 
married  Robert  Jones,  Mary  married 
Tin >mas  Currier.  He  is  mentioned 
as  building  a  barn  for  John  Spencer 
in  i<k\2  at  Newbury ;  owned  land  at 
Round  hill ;  gave  half  of  grist  mill  to 
son  William,  other  half  to  grandson, 
John  ( )sgood. 

Robert  Pike,  the  great  commoner, 
came  over  from  England  with  his 
father,  John  Pike,  and  others  of  the 
family, and  early  settled  at  Newbury. 
Robert  was  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Salisbury  and  in  later  years  his  father 
lived  here  with  him.  Robert  received 
in  England  a  good  education.  A 
ready  writer  and  debator,he  took  the 
freeman's  oath  in  1637  and  at  once 
assumed  the  position  of  a  leader  in 
the  a  Hairs  of  the  town  and  province. 
Hi-  wife  was  Sarah  Saunders, and  he 
ha  1  a  family  of  three  bovs  and  four 
girls.  Always  interested  in  public 
ailairs  he  was  early  appointed  to  end 
small  cases.  In  1647  was  lieutenant 
of  the  militia,  and  in  1648  at  the  age 
of  32  was  elected  a    member  of  the 
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legislature,  and  two  years  later  one 
of  the  commissioners  of  Norfolk 
county.  In  1652  he  denounced  the 
law  which  prohibited  any  but  or- 
dained ministers  from  preaching, and 
saidt4that  those  who  voted  for  the  law- 
violated  their  oath  of  freemen,  both 
civil  and  ecclesiastical."  The  court, 
hearing  of  these  words,  arraigned 
Mr.  Pike  and  ordered  a  penalty  of 
twentv  marks  in  money  and  a  total 
inability  to  hold  any  public  office. 
A  petition  signed  by  many  in  the 
vicinity  praying  that  Pike  be  par- 
doned for  his  offence  was  construed 
by  the  court  as  reflecting  upon  the 
dignity  of  that  body,  and  only  by  the 
most  humble  apology  did  the  signers 
escape  the  fate  to  which  Pike  had 
been  subjected.  However, five  years 
later,  the  fine  having  been  paid,  the 
disability  was  removed,  when  the 
town  showed  their  sympathy  for  Pike 
by  electing  him  a  member  of  that 
same  body  which  had  recently  inflict- 
ed punishment  upon  him.  The  same 
year  that  Pike  returned  to  the  general 
court  the  prosecution  of  the  Quakers 
was  begun.  Pike  at  once  took  an 
active  part  in  this  exciting  contest 
and  defended  these  persecuted  people 
with  voice  and  vote,  but  he  could  not 
check  the  tide  of  public  sentiment. 
His  defence  of  the  Quakers  and  his 
able  argument  against  punishing 
witches  has  been  considered  the 
grandest  efforts  of  a  busy  life.  Ever 
ready  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple in  freedom  of  speech, he  opposed 
the  narrow  methods  of  the  church 
and  their  intolerance  of  any  but  the 
established  religion,  an  intoleration 
characteristic  of  all  creeds  and  in 
every  country.  Through  the  efforts  of 
Pike  and  his  co-workers,  freedom  of 
speech  has  to-day  become  one  of  the 
chief  institutions  of  tins  nation  to  be 
followed  by  a  religious  toleration  as 
liberal  as  could  have  been  desired  by 
the  great  commoner  himself.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  King  Philip's  war 
Pike  was  in  command  of  all  of  the 
troops  of  Norfolk   and  Piscataqua 


counties.  He  continued  a  magis- 
trate and  member  of  the  general 
court  to  the  end  of  his  life,  which 
occurred  in  his  91st  year.  He  lived 
where  David  Deal  now  docs,  on  the 
corner  near  the  church.  Buried  in 
the  old  yard,  no  stone  now  marks 
his  resting  place. 

Playing  traced  very  briefly  and  im- 
perfectly the  lives  of  some  of  the 
prominent  settlers,!  hav  e  been  forced 
to  pass  man}-  names  unnoticed, while 
of  others  who  later  settled  on  the 
west  of  the  Powow  I  make  no  men- 
tion, leaving  this  task  for  others  bet- 
ter qualified  than  myself  to  do  them 
justice. 

Of  other  names  familiar  to  that 
generation  as  well  as  oft-times  to  that 
of  the  present  day  such  names  as 
Adams,  Allen.  Carter.  Coffin,  Deer- 
ing,  Dow,  Fellows.  Fuller,  Eaton, 
Greenleaf,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Moody, 
Maxfield, March, Page. Sadler, Smith,  , 
Shepherd,  Stockman,  Whitcher  and 
Worth  en  have  been  a  tower  of 
strength  in  the  community  during 
the  eight  generations  which  have 
elapsed,  and  they  deserve  a  more  ex- 
tended notice  than  has  yet  been  given 
them.  I  will,  however,  at  this  time 
speak  of  the  first  four  pastors  of  the 
church  at  Salisbury,  men  well  fitted 
for  their  high  position,  and  who  did 
much  to  mould  the  sentiment  of  their 
generation.  v 

Rev.  William  Worcester  was  of 
the  original  settlers  and  preached 
Christ  and  salvation  to  the  sturdy 
band  of  settlers  tor  twenty-three 
years,  until  his  death.  Oct.  2S,  1662. 
He  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
three  boys  and  six  girls.  He  lived 
where  the  present  church  now  stands. 

The  second  minister.  Rev.  John 
Wheelwright,  came  to  Boston  in 
1636.  Educated  at  Oxford  with 
Cromwell,  he  always  maintained  a 
friendship  for  "The  Protector."  In 
youth  he  was  remarkable  for  boldness 
and  firmness  of  mind.  Educated  for 
the  ministry,  he  accepted  the  Puritan 
sentiments  and  soon  left  for  a  more 
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congenial  field  of  labor.  Having 
while  at  Quincy  preached  a  sermon 
not  according  to  the  prevalent  belief 
he  was  adjudged  guilty  of  sedition 
and  banished,  and  he  moved  to  what 
is  now  Exeter,  X.  PI.  Buying  land 
of  the  Indians,  he  was  the  founder  of 
that  town.  When  in  1642  Exeter 
became  a  part  of  the  Massachusetts 
colony  Wheelwright  was  forced  to 
move  from  Exeter  and  took  up  his 
residence  at  Wells,  Maine,  many  of 
his  parish  going  with  him.  While 
at  Wells,  on  his  request, the  banish- 
ment was  removed.  In  1647  Wheel- 
wright became  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Hampton,  and  there  labored  until 
1656,  when  he  was  discharged,  and 
soon  made  a  visit  to  England, having 
an  audience  of  an  hour  with  Crom- 
well. In  1662  he  succeeded  to  the 
church  at  Salisbury  and  had  a  suc- 
cessful pastorate  of  fifteen  years  un- 
til his  death,  Nov.  15,  1679. aged  S5 
years.  Here  in  167^  when  Si  years 
of  age  he  fell  into  a  controversy  with 
Major  Pike,  accusing  Pike  of  delin- 
quencies towards  the  church — wh.ich 
knowing  the  man  there  may  have 
been  some  groufl.  for  the  accusa- 
tion— together  with  King  rcvelings 
and  groundless  accusations  of  his 
pastor.  Pike  replied  by  a  summons 
for  Wheelwright  to  appear  before 
him  as  magistrate  to  answer.  Wheel- 
wright appealed  to  the  general  court 
.and  finally  a  committee  succeeded  in 
bringing  about  a  reconciliation. 
Wheelwright  owned  land  at  Exeter. 
Granted  right  to  erect  a  saw  mill  at 
Wells,  and  at  Hampton  was  deeded 
the  Bachelder  farm.  He  died  of 
.appoplexy  and  lies  iu  the  old  ceme- 
tery with  others  of  his  co-workers  of 
that  generation . 

After  a  few  years, in  i6S3,the  Rev. 
James  Allen  was  settled.  His  father, 
•  Roger,  was  one  of  the  1  1 1  signers  of 
the  New  Haven  compact,  deacon, 
legislator  and  treasurer  of  the. colony. 
James,  born  1657.  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  1679.  He  three  years  later 
was  ordained.     He   married  Eliza- 


beth, daughter  of  Rev.  Seaborn  C 
ton  of  Hampton.  His  pastorate  v 
brief  as  he  died  March  3,  1696,  a 
his  grave  is  marked  by  a  sim; 
stone. 

Following  Mr.  Allen  was  the  R< 
Caleb  dishing  whj  came  from  Sc 
uate.  Born  1673,  ordained  16c 
He  married  in  1699  Elizabeth, wid< 
of  Rev.  James  Allen.  Mr.  Cushi 
<!ied  Jan.  25,  1752,  after  a  pastor; 
of  fifty-six  years. 

Such  were  the  men  who  held  t 
care  of  the  church  for  the  first  c 
hundred  years,  and  they  build 
strong  and  well. 

Having  treated  of  the  town  and 
subdivisions  into  new  munieipalit 
and  very  briefly  described  the  lea 
ing  families,  I  shall  trace  the  grow 
of  the  town  and  it*  leading  huh 
tries.  During  the  years  immediate 
succ  ceding  the  settlement  of  the  to\ 
the  gain  in  population  and  wea 
must  have  been  rapid.  In  16 
Salisbury's  share  of  the  province  t 
was  £12.  10  s,  out  of  a  total  of  £Sc 
while  Salem  paid  i*-}^,  and  Bost 
id  20.  The  manufacture  of  sta*s 
and  other  products  of  the  forests  v\ 
their  leading' occupation,  staves  I 
ing  especially  a  leading  article 
commerce.  To  cut  this  timber  it 
lumber  for  building  purposes  as  w 
as  for  a  supply  fin*  ship  building  a 
export  purposes  a  saw  mill  was 
imperative  necessitv.and  we  find  tl 
in  1641  a  grant  of  sixty  acres  of  la 
was  made  to  William  Osgood  if 
build  a  mill  for  the  use  of  the  tow 
Was  not  this, the  first  mill  in  the  n< 
town,  located  adjacent  to  the  sett 
ment.and  where  more  probably  th 
on  Little  River, where  it  Hows  do\ 
into  the  great  meadows?  It  is  hare 
pro! -able  thai  Osgood  would  go  so 
awav  as  to  the  banks  of  the  Po\v< 
and  harness  this  powerful  111011s 
while  die  tranquil  stream  near  at  ha 
was  ready  to  do  his  bidding  with 
large  outlay  of  time  or  money.  E 
lowing  close  upon  the  building  o 
saw  mill  another  important  plant  v 
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eded,  and  we  have  record  that 
braham  Morrill  and  Henry  Say- 
ood  built  a  grist  mill  near  the  falls 
i  the  Powoxs  a?5  early  as  1642. 
>ncerning  this  mill  I  have  no  defin- 
i  information.  In  1650  William 
sgood  is  given  liberty  to  use  all  pine 
les  west  of  path  from  John  Bay  ley's 
Exeter,  if  he  set  a  saw  mill  before 
e  last  of  May,  1652.  Was  not  this 
e  first  saw  mill  on  the  Powow, 
on  to  be  followed  by  Currier's  in 
56  on  the  west  hank  of  this  ttirbu- 
it  stream?  William  Osgood  early 
d  a  grist  mill  on  the  river. as  in  his 
11  he  gi\es  half  of  mill  to  grandson, 
hn  Osgood,  but  that  he  built  a  mill 
sre  for  sawing  logs  in  1652  there 
n  be  no  doubt,  as  Nathan  Gould 
stifled  in  1652,  September,  that  he 
w  the  mill  at  Salisbury.  It  was 
m  built  and  going  and  had  gone  all 
miner.  These  several  mills  with 
lers  soon  to  be  erected  must  have 
cen  steady  employment  to  the  in- 
bitants  who,  with  clearing  up  the 
id  ready  for  the  plough,  clearing 
"of  rocks  which  we  now  see  in  long 
ies  of  stone  wall, every  rod  of  which 
eaks  of  the  toil  of  our  ancestors, 
i  building  of  frame  buildings  to 
ie  the  place  of  the  first  log  houses 
tt  had  been  built  to  supply  the 
nporarv  wants  of  the  inhabitants, 

of  these,  with  road  building, bunt- 
£  of  wild  animals, such  as  the  bear, 
>lf,  fox,  so  harmful  to  the  farmer's 
ck,  left  little  time  for  study,  and 
a  result  we  fiad  the  following  gen- 
itions  immediately  succeeding  the 
;t  arrivals  but  indifferently  edu- 
ed.  Vet,  nevertheless,  were  they 
rning  that  priceless  lesson  of 
:riotism  and  self  reliance  which  in 
.iter  age  offered  defiance  to  the 
►ther  country.  Ship  building  was 
o  early  undertaken  by  the  settlers 
he  town.    George  Carr,who  lived 

Can's  Island  in  1642  and  had 
irge  of  the  ferry  during  the  wbole 
lis  life  time,  was  probably  the  fu  st 
mild  vessels  on  the  Merrimac,  an 
Ustry  destined  to  grow  to  large 


proportions,  when  a  hundred  years 
later  both  banks  of  the  Merrimac 
were  lined  with  yards  where  the 
sound  of  tiie  axe  and  saw  gave  con- 
stant testimony  of  these  busy  hives 
of  industry.  Can's  ferry, by  the  way, 
was  at  that  time  the  only  public  con- 
veyance across  the  Merrimac. 

At  high  noon  on  the  Merrimac 
The  ancient  ferryman 
Forgot,  at  times,  his  idle  oars, 
So  tair  a  freight  to  tkim. 

And  w  hen  from  oil  his  grounded  boat 
He  saw  them  mount  and  ride, 
God  keep  her  from  the  evil  eye, 
And  harm  of  witch  !  he  cried. 

And  along  this  road  passed  An- 
drew, the  brave  lover,  with  his  fair 
freight  (whom  he  had  rescued  from' 
the  sherifl)  to  a  refuge  in  a  distant 
settlement. 

Already  within  ten  years  the  ques- 
tion of  subsistence  had  become  a 
serious  one.  So  many  settlers  had 
arrived  as  to  draw  heavily  on  the  re- 
sources of  the  country.  Thus  early 
it  had  been  found  that  the  natural 
fertility  of  the  soil  was  capable  of 
furnishing  only  three  or  four  crops 
before  becoming  e:  hausted,  and  the 
common  practice  of  manuring  with 
fish  left  the  land  less  fertile  than  if 
none  had  been  used.  I  refer  to  this 
as  showing  that  the  occupation  of 
farming  at  that  day  was  one  of  only 
moderate  returns, and  like  ail  strictly 
agricultural  communities, famine  was 
ever  to  be  feared.  Here  did  our  fore- 
fathers display  a  degree  of  wisdom 
which  has  in  late  years  redounded  to 
their  honor.  Manufactures  and  com- 
merce were  added  to  the  industries 
of  farming  and  tiie  fishing.  These 
four  lines  of  labor  have  developed  a 
nation  of  magnificent  proportions. 

In  closing  allow  me  to  mention  a 
few  historic  spots  and  events  there- 
with connected.  Here  around  this 
circular  road  skirting  the  salt  marsh, 
down  the  road  past  the  depot,  and 
continuing  until  just  bevond  the  pres- 
ent church, were  the  house  lotsoftlu.1 
first  settlers,  snugly  packed  into  thijfc 
little  settlement, both  for  mutual  pro- 


tection  and  also  I  believe  in  the  en- 
deavor of  settling  the  land  according 
to  the  village  system  so  prevalent  in 
Europe.  Here  right  on  yonder  com- 
mon at  the  corner  stood  the  church 
with  the  road  eight  rods  wide,  whence 
all  the  inhabitants  rssembled  on  each 
succeeding  Sabbath  and  lecture  day 
to  gather  words  of  wisdom.  Just 
west  of  tne  church  towards  the  ferry 
stood  the  court  house  where  tor  fifty 
years  the  count}'  courts  were  held, 
while  on  the  rising  ground  to  the 
north  stood  the  garrison,  ready  to 
furnish  protection  against  the  wily 
Indians.  Down  this  path  to  the  dock 
passed  all  the  commerce  of  the  town, 
staves  and  provisions  taken  in  scow.s 
to  the  Merrimac,and  there  transferee! 
to  the  might}'  ships  of  those  days. 
Following  the  ferrv  road  we  come  to 
Carr's  Island.  This  was  the  way  of 
rapid  transit.  Here. spanning  the  way 
to  the  island  in  1655, was  Carr's  float- 
ing bridge,  270  feet  long,  costing 
£300. 

About  the  first  question  for  the 
town  to  consider  was  the  granting  of 
lands  to  the  settlers.  The  first  order 
was  that  there  should  be  two  divis- 
ions of  land,  the  one  nearer, the  other 
further.  The  nearer  4  acres  to  each 
£100  of  property, the  other  to  further 
consideration.  This  land  was  given 
out  not  equally  or  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  person  receiving  it, but  carefully, 
that  the  interest  of  the  town  might 
not  sutler  harm  thereby.  The  roads 
to  Hampton,  to  Amesbury,  to  the 
beach  and  mill  were  early  laid  out. 
and  the  others  as  necessity  called  for 
them.  All  of  these  roads  were  from 
four  to  eight  rods  wide  originally. but 
with  the  interval  of  two  hundred 
years  they  have  from  some  unex- 
plained causes  suffered  a  slow  but 
steady  encroachment  of  their  bound- 
aries, until  <uuu\  of  them  are  hardly 
one-half  of  their  former  generous 
proportions.  Along  these  roads  have 
passed  the  generations  that  havepre- 
ceeded  us.  Along  this  road  came 
the  legislature- to  their  session  in  the 


first  parish  meeting  house,  where 
from  Aug.  roth  until  Oct.  20th  they 
considered  the  running  of  the  state 
line.  Along  this  road  in  1662  came 
the  three  Quaker  women  at  the  cart's 
tail. 

Then  <>n  they  passed  in  the  waning  day. 
Through  Seabro<>k  woods,  a  weariful  way. 
By  great  salt  meadows,  and  sand  hills  bare. 
And  glimpses  of  blue  sea  here  and  there. 

By  the  meeting  house  in  Salisbury  town 
The  sutler er«  stood,  in  t  In-  red  son  down 
Bare  far  the  lash  !    <  >  pitying  night, 
Drop  .-.witt  thy  curtain  and  hide  the  sight. 

And  here  on  yonder  square  was 
the  warrant  executed,  but  let  honor 
be  bestowed  to  Walter  Barefoot  who 
took  charge  of  these  poor  creatures 
and  saved  them  from  further  punish- 
ment. Along  this  road  came  the 
messengers  asking  assistance  to  with- 
stand the  Indians  in  their  laids,  and 
along  this  road  came  the  troops  hur- 
rying to  their  assistance. 

Hereon  yonder  square  gathered 
on  each  returning  muster  day  the 
yeomen  of  the  town  to  be  trained  in 
military  duty,  and  here  Major  Pike. 
Capt.  Bradbury,  Capt.  True  and 
others  directed  their  evolutions. 

In  concluding  this  rambling  paper 
1  have  not  attempted  to  add  much  of 
original  research,  but  have  endeav- 
ored to  bring  together  into  concise 
form  a  varied  amount  of  material  not 
readih  available  to  the  casual  reader, 
and  it'  in  so  doing  I  have  been  able 
to  start  a  superstructure  for  others  to 
build  upon,  as  material  is  from  time 
to  time  becoming  available,  I  shall 
indeed  be  more  than  satisfied. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  indul- 
gence and  trusting  that  this  gather- 
ing may  be  but  the  initial  meeting  of 
an  association  formed  for  historical 
research  to  include  all  of  the  terri- 
tory of  this  ancient  town.  Can  we, 
as  we  to-day  add  to  the  chapter  of 
her  history,  say  with  the  poet — 

So  let  it  be,  in  God's  own  might 

We  "_i i  1  •  i  us  for  the  corning  tight. 

And  strong  in  him  whose  cause  is  oui*3 

In  conflict  wit  h  unholy  powers 

We  trrasp  the  weapons  he  has  given,— 

The  light  and  earth  and  love  of  Heaven. 

John  Q.  Evans. 
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A  year  ago  it  was  my  pleasure  to 
deliver  before  your  society  a  paper  in 
which  was  briefly  traced  the  history 
of  the  town  during  the  first  fifty  years 
of  the  settlement  of  the  plantation  of 
Merrimac,  and  wherein  was  traced 
more  particularly  the  homes  of  the 
arst  settlers.  To-day  it  is  my  pur- 
Dose  to  speak  of  mother  section  of 
he  town  where  we  are  now  as- 
sembled. 

The  Plains, Halt's  Plain, The  Great 
Plain,  are  all  of  frequent  mention  in 
he  early  records,  and  very  early  was 
and  given  to  the  people  near  Mr. 
Batt's  hill  as  transfers  are  on  record 
s  early  as  1654,  yet  I  find  no 
vidence  of  any  settlement  here  for 
Dine  years  afterward.  This  land 
djoini  ug  the  hill  was  laid  nut  in  large 
st>  of  60,  120  and  200  acres  each, 
.•Idle  across  the  road. a  section  from 

lure  \V.  P.  Tibbetts  now  lives  to 
Pint's  comer,  extending  south  to 
ioodalc's  swamp,  Wits  divided 
wmg  the  inhabitants  and  was  one- 
aif  of  the  500  acre  division,  the 


other  half  of  the  division^,  being  on  the 
north  side  of  the  road  to  Amesbury 
(Whipping  street.)  This  land  was 
divided  into  lots  of  10  acres  each, 
extending  from  the  road  at  Exeter 
ridge  to  the  swamp.  Not  untij_ about 
the  year  1700  was  the  Batt's  hill 
division  laid  out,  when  some  500 
acres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road  to  Hampton  was  divided  into 
58  shares.  In  this  division  of  the 
land  many  of  the  early  homes  are 
mentioned  as  well  as  the  roads  then 
in  use.  The  Exeter  ridge  highway 
or  load  to  Hampton  is  mentioned  as 
early  as  1660, as  is  the  road  to  Exeter, 
4  rods  wide,  while  the  cross  road 
from  Dole's  corner  to  Edmund  Mor- 
rill's, thought  by  many  as  of  recent 
origin, is  mentioned  as  early  as  1664. 
Also  the  road  to  the  deep  brook  near 
G.  A.  Evans'  house,  and  the  road  to 
Kingston  passing  Charles  Sanborn's, 
ddic  road  from  Miss  M.  E.  Tucker's 
to  Seabrook  was  laid  out  in  1687, 
while  a  road  ''starting  at  the  Hamp- 
ton  road   near   Wallace  Sanborn's 
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passing  up  to  the  hill  and  so  along 
the  hill  to  the  road"  near  the  old 
Clough  place,  later  the  Beaumont 
place,  has  been  discontinued  for 
many  years,  and  in  fact  has  gone 
from  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants. 
Of  the  prominent  sections  to  receive 
local  names  Munday  hill,  now  in  the 
town  of  Amesburv,  Grape  hill  and 
Buck  hill  to  the  north,  and  Exeter 
ridge  on  the  south,  with  Flanders' 
hill  near  Samuel  Smith's  house,  are 
the  prominent  elevations  of  land, 
Grape  hill  being  the  highest  eleva- 
tion in  town,  while  Keene's  brook 
and  Buck  river  are  the  water  courses 
of  to-day  even  as  they  were  of  old. 
Some  twenty  years  after  the  settle- 
ment at  the  lower  end  of  the  town 
we  rind  a  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  settlers  to  push  back  into  the 
wilderness,  and  about  the  time  of  the 
settling  of  Amesburv  was  a  beginning 
for  a  settlement  made  on  the  Plains. 

ORIGINAL  SETTLERS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

John  Clough  and  John  Gill  seem 
to  have  been  the  first  to  take  up  their 
residence  in  this  locality. Clougfylived 
near  the  depot  at  Salisbury,  a  tailor 
or  carpenter  by  trade.  He  sold  his 
home  therein  1 66 1  to  Henry  Brown 
ami  probably  moved  to  the  Plain.-. 
While  Gill, who  had  married  Phebe, 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  Buswell,  had 
bought  of  Philip  Chellis  his  lot  on 
the  "Mudnock  road,"  which  he  sold 
in  1662  to  Thomas  Bradbury,  and 
also  moved  to  the  Plains.  Clough 
had  in  1659 — two  years  prior  to  his 
selling  out  at  East  Salisbm  v — bought 
of  Andrew  Greely  land  at  Batt's  hill, 
and  in  1064  he  together  with  Gii! 
jointly  purchased  of  John  Godfrey 
of  Ipswich  90  acres  at  Batt's  hi  1 1 
paying  therefor  CSS  sterling.  Sixty 
fl.cres  of  this  land  had  been  former! v 
Christopher  Batt's,  and  sold  by  him 
in  1 63 5  to  Richard  Ormsbv,  who 
mortgaged  the  same  in  1660  to  John 
Godfrey  to  pay  him  joo  bushels  of 
wheat,  while  the  balance  of  the  land 


was  sold  to  Ormslev  bv  Edwatd 
French,  being  originally  Andrew 
Greek's,  as  Ormsbv  defaulted  on  the 
mortgage.  Godfrey  took  possession 
and  sold  the  land  to  Clough  and  Gil!. 

Clough  took  half  of  this  land  next 
to  his  lot  bought  of  Greely  in  1659 
and  Gill  the  remainder.  In  1667 
they  divide  their  property  until  now- 
held  in  common  when  Gill  is  given 
right  of  way  b\  Clough's  house  to  his 
house.  Clough  in  1665  sold  all  of 
his  property  in  Salisbury  to  W  illiam 
Ilarne  of  Dover  for  £700,  some  2^0 
acres  of  land,  buildings,  27  head  of 
cattle,  2  horses,  17  swine.  AsHarne 
failed  to  make  the  required  payments 
he  deeded  the  place  back  to  Clough 
the  following  \  ear. 

Of  Clough's  seven  children  John 
received  12  acres  of  his  father  in 
1674  where  B.  F.  Evans  now  lives, 
and  which  was  in  ti  e  Clough  name 
until  17^0.  lie  sold  his  share  of  his 
father's  property  to  Onersipharous 
Page  in  1699,  who  lived  here  and 
where  later  his  son,  (Quarter-master 
Joseph  Page,  lived  until  1 735.- 
Another  son  Thomas  lived  where 
the  schoolhouse  now  stands, receiving 
this  land,  six  acres,  from  his  father 
in  16S6.  His  hi  st  w  ife  was  Hannah 
Gill  whom  he  married  in  1681, while 
his  second  wife  was  Ruth  Conner,  a 
daughter  of  another  neighbor,  Cor- 
uetius  Conner,  of  whom  mention 
w  ill  be  made  later.  Samuel  married 
Elizabeth  Brown  and  moved  to 
Amesburv.  A.  daughter  Sarah  mar- 
ried Daniel  Merrill  of  Newbury  in 
1607  w  ho  later  moved  to  Salisbury 
and  located  where  C.  F.  Peel  n<>w 
lives,  whence  the  place  has  been  in 
the  Merrill  name  until  within 
memory.  John  Clough  died  1691. 
The  Clough  family  were  long  prom- 
inent in  tow  n  but  now  extinct. 

Gill's  house  was  probably  near 
where  Walter  Morrid  now  lives. 
Of  his  eight  children  John,  Jr., mar- 
ried Martha.-  the  daughter  ot  Richard 
Goodaie,    Jr.,   and    later   moved  to 
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rJtddletown,    Conn.,   whence  have 
prong  all  of  the  Gills   of  that  sec- 
ion.     Samuel  married  the  daughter 
ff. Lionel  W  orth  of  Ipswich.  .Also 
>ns  Mvis.cs,   Ben  fa  mm  and  Isaac. 
Samuel  Lived  in  town  and  kept  alive 
he   Gill   name  by  i\  family  of  five 
)oys — I  'aniel,  John,  Samuel,  Ben  ja- 
il in  and  William. also  several  daugh- 
ers.     I  lis  son  S:  m  lei,   10  years  of 
Lge,was  takt  n  captive  bv  the  Indians, 
:arried  to  Canada,  where  he  married 
he  daughter  of  a  minister, also  taken 
raptive.  whence  have  descend;  d  the 
Jills  <>f  Montreal,  as  is  conclusively 
diovvn  by  Judge  Gill  of  that  city,  a 
lescendoiit,   who   has  given  much 
study  to   the   investigation  of  this 
matter, 

John  Gill,  Sr.,  died  in  December, 
1690,  when  he  in  will  gives  his 
property  to  four  grandsons,  children 
jf  Isaac  Morrill  who  had  in  167Q 
married  Phebe,  the  daughter  of  John 
Gill.  Another  daughter  Elizabeth 
married  Morris  Tucker  in  1665. 
Like  the  C loughs  the  Gill  name  has 
passed  from  us  and  is  not  at  present 
round  within  our  borders. 

The  Morrills  have  ever  been 
prominent  in  our  town.  Ah  rah',  m 
and  Isaac  were  early  settlers.  Abra- 
ham located  on  the  square  at  East 
Salisbury  near  the  site  of  the  school- 
house,  carrying  on  a  blacksmith's 
trade.  He  died  in  1662  while  on  a 
visit  to  his  brother  in  Roxbury.  lie 
left  property  to  the  value  of  £500, 
His  widow,  formerly  Sarah  Clement 
of  Haverhill,  married  Th  unas  Mud- 
gett,  a  ship  builder  on  the  banks  of 
the  Powow.  She  exchanged  the 
land  on  the  green  with  the  town  re- 
ceiving for  the  nine  acres  twei  ty 
acres  at  the  Plains,  near  Clay  brook. 
It  is  uncertain  as  to  whether  Isaac, 
the  oldest  son.  w  ho  married  Phebe 
pill,  settled  on  this  piece  of  land  or 
qii  the  present  Morrill  homestead. 

Of  Isaac's  children  Abraham,  the 
olde  st  son,  ceitainfv  lived: here  about 
where  Mr.  AAV.  liaitlett  now  lives, 


prior  to  the  year  1700.  In  his  will 
in  [730  he  gives  the  larger  portion 
of  his  estate  to  sons  Reuben  and 
Abraham,  and  also  mentions  his  five 
daughters,  Mary,  Phebe,  Judith, 
Jemima  and  Elizabeth.  Reuben 
received  "the  westerly  half  of  the 
farm  with  the  new  house  which  was 
built  for  him,"  now  standing  and 
used  as  a  storehouse  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Morrill,  while  the  other  brother, 
Abraham,  had  the  east  part  of  the 
farm,  the  old  house  and  new  barn 
and  also  liberty  to  use  of  the  spring 
which  fell  to  Reuben's  portion. 
Here  was  the  division  of  the  Morrill 
estate  into  the  two  farms  to  be  owned 
by  members  of  that  family  until  the 
present  day. 

Abraham  in  1772  deeded  all  of  his 
estate  to  his  son  Abel,  thence  to 
Samuel  in  1  7  93',  to  Roby  about  1S50, 
and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Wal- 
ter R.  Morrill,  through  whose  cour- 
tesy we  are  permitted  to  assemble 
this  afternoon  on  his  land  which  has 
for  207  years  been  owned  by  his 
ancestors. 

Reuben,  w  ho  had  the  west  half  of 
the  farm,  did  not  marry,  and  at  his 
decease  in  1777  left  his  property  to 
Ab'aham's  son  Abraham,  a  nephew, 
who  had  made  his  home  with  his 
uncle.  He  in  turn  left  the  place  to 
his  son  Abraham, who  was  born  1776 
and  died  1X62, the  father  of  Edmund 
Morrill,  who  at  four-score  and  ten 
resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

Following  along  this  road  I  have 
no  record  of  another  house  until 
Nathaniel  Whitcher's  is  readied 
l,be\  ond  the  deep  bi  idge,"and  of  him 
I  have  no  further  information  except- 
ing that  he  was  a  freeman  in  1690. 

Tradition  says  that  Christopher 
Batt  for  a  time  resided  on  the  spot 
since  the  farm  of  Moses  G.  Wilson, 
but  1  exceedingly  doubt  this  claim 
as  1)  lit  niovctl  to  "Boston  in  1.651, 
when  he  sold  his  house  at  the  east 
end  of  the  town,  and  as  he  died  f  66 1 
\<  is  not  probable  that  he  ever  lived 


in  this  vicinity.  fussing  over  the 
'•deep  bridge"  and  past  where  the 
Cass  family  later  dwelt,  a  family 
Known  as  the  ancestors  of  Hon. 
Lewis  Cass  of  Michigan,  a  leading 
politician  and  senator  from  that  state 
and  Sec.  of  State  under  James 
Buchanan.  Following  this  road  up 
past  the  brickyard  and  then  turning 
t  >  the  left  we  come  to  the  old  Dow 
house  in  the  field.  Near  here  was 
once  the  home  of  Isaac  Morrill,  Jr. 
Passing  through  the  old  lane  leading 
to  Samuel  Smith's  at  the  foot  of 
Flanders'"  hill,  which  is  on  record  as 
prior  to  1700  and  on  which  is  the  site 
of  several  old  houses  now  gone,  we 
arrive  at  the  site  of  the  old  West 
Parish  meeting  house  which  was  to 
be  erected  here  a  few  years  later, and 
which  seventy  years  after  was  re- 
placed by  the  present  substantial 
structure  on  Rocky  hi  11  in*  178'^. 
Passing  back  along  the  main  road  we 
see  the  old  burying  ground  at  that 
day  consecrated  to  the  memory  of 
the  departed.  .V  deed  of  1  7c  ^ 
wherein  John  March  conveys  a  piece 
of  land  .  to  Thomas  Evans,  W. 
Smith  and  William  True  men- 
tions it  as  bounded  by  the  burying 
ground,  training  field  and  minister's 
lot,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  our 
first  minister,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Par- 
son?, resided  near  here  at  this  time, 
presumably  near  where  Osgood 
Morrill  has  lately  erected  his  tine 
residence.  Mr.  Parsons  was  in- 
stalled over  the  church  here  1718 
and  died  in  1739.  Next  east  of  the 
burying  ground  we  find  William 
Smith  living  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road,  the  piace  yet  known  as  the 
Smith  piace, and  only  ot"  recent  years 
to  pass  out  of  the  name  ot  that 
family.  Willi  Smith,  probably  the 
son  of  Richard  Smith  of  the  town, 
married  in  [693  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Oneisiphorous  Page.  The  field 
in  the  low  land  on  the  north  side  of 
the  road  now  owned  by  Edmund 
Morrill   was   then    "Willi  Smith's 


pasture."  Of  later  generations  Col. 
fonathan  Smith,  who  died  some 
seventy  years  ago,  was  one  of  the 
Lading  men  of  the  town  for  many 
yearns  and  an  extensive  land  owner. 

Where  W.  13.  Tibbetts  lives  dwelt 
John  Eaton. Jr.  He  married  Martha, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Raw  la  nel- 
son. His  daughter  Martha  married 
Benjamin  Collins  in  1668.  Collins 
lived  near  the  Flanders  place  at 
Rocky  hill,  his  son,  Benjamin,  jr., 
buying  of  Thomas  Evans  twelve  acres 
of  land  about  where  Jonathan  Collins 
recently  lived.  Elton  early  con- 
vexed  this  place  to  his  son  Ephraim, 
and  he  sold  the  same  in  1707  to 
Oneisiphorous  Page,  Jr. 

The  Joy  place, on  the  corner,  where 
Frank  Sanborn  now  lives,  was 
originally  owned  by  Joseph  French, 
who  in  1665  sold  the  same  to  John 
Gill,  and  he  deeded  the  same  to  Ids 
son-in-law.  Morris  Tucker, in  i66S,it 
being  "part  of  the  500  acres  laid  out 
to  the  inhabitants  between  Eaton's 
and  a  drift  way  butting  the  way  at 
Exeter  ridge." 

Tucker  had  been  in  town  as  early 
as  1 66 1 .  hav  ing  married  a  daughter 
ot  John  Stevens  for  his  first  wife. 
Of  his  nine  children  Joseph  married 
Phebe  Pas>e,  a  daughter  of  Oneisi- 
phorous, and  lived  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road  from  his  father.  Several 
of  the  children  moved  to  Amesbury 
and  other  towns. 

Morris  was  a  cooper  and  brick- 
maker,  and  in  1 693  made  the 
bricks  tor  the  new  parsonage, 
receiving  in  payment  ten  acres  of 
land  at  Mundav  hill.  Morris  later 
moved  to  Fiver  ton,  R.  I.  Joseph 
also  ow  ncd  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Miss  Mary  E.  Tucker  and  which 
has  been  in  that  family  until  this  day. 

Samuel  Joy.  w  ho  bought  the  farm 
of  Morris  fucker  in  [699,  was  grand- 
son "t  Thomas  Jov  of  I lingham. 
I  i is  .viii,  Samuel,  piobablv  moved  to 
Salisbury  and  there  died,  as  his 
widow  married  an  Eastman.  Her 


ton,  Samuel,  also  married  an  East- 
nan,  Mara  It,  in  160:6*  Samuel  was 
i  tanner,  the  old  house  being  or,  the 
■lope  of  the  Jul!  down  the  joy  road. 
Ine  Joys  lived  on  this  place  until 
•ece.nt  years,  hut  are  now  not  known 
n  town.  Passing  down  tins  old 
roa'el  towards  the  Ferrv  at  Can's 
;siand  are  the  sites  of  several  eel  Jars, 
>n  l  I  have  no  account  of  them  further 
ban  that  Nehemiah  Page  lived  nearly 
opposite  the  |oy  house  down  this 
road,  and  that  further  down  below 
".rabbit  corner''  lived  the  Eastmans, 
anions  as  the  ancestors  of  Daniel 
Ov'ebster. 

This  side  of  the  corner  dwelt  the 
3/owus.  The  widow  Christian  and 
ieveral  sons  moved  to  Salisbury  from 
heir  English  home,  and  here  Abra- 
ham Brown  settled,  and  his  children 
lave  kept  the  property  in  that  nanfe 
mtil  within  memo, v.  The  Brown 
"amily  lor  nearly  two  centuries  have 
Ken  identified  with  the  hoi  that  the 
:own  has  done,  and  as  Abraham  in 
Ins  section  was  long  prominent  in 
oubiic  a  flairs,  so  did  Nathaniel  on  the 
"oad  from  Salisbury  to  Amesbury 
;  'ivtrol  the  local  ariairs  of  that  sec- 
tion, f  - 

Of  the  Evansfamilv  who  have  lived 
)ii  the  Plains  since  1775;  they  do  not 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of 
1  is  paper,  Thomas  having  moved  to 
Salisbury  and  lived  near  the  church 
it  Rock  yh  ill,  his  grandson,  E/ekiel, 
>>u\ingthe  farm  here  of  Nathaniel 
Jole,\vho  had  previously  bought  the 
:  n:e  of  John  Ch  ugh,  J  r. ,  w  hile  the 
Doles*,  also  late  c<  mers,  wcreorigih- 
]\\  ul  Ntwl  urv  and  bought  the  farm 
i  Ch  ugh  :md  Page  in  1  735. 

Neai  here  lived  C<  melius  Conur, 
.ho  came  over  as  the  servant  of 
Richard  Goodale,  buying  ten  acn  s 
t  land  of  G<  odaie  on  the  Plains. 
.  Gideon  Conner  is  mentioned  in 
Her  \tars. 
Gneisiphorcus  Page  was  in  tow  n  :is 
uly  as  iCL/j^as  this  year  he  n  :n  ried 
lary,    the    daughter    of    i  h<  n:as 


I  la  wks worth,  who  lived  on  the"Mud- 
m-ck  road"  at  Salisbury.  Page  in 
1699  bought  of  John  Clougil  his 
home  of  fort v  acres,  hounded  \vest 
by  land  some  time  Gill's,  east  by 
Thomas  dough's  and  common  wav. 
Of  his  children  Joseph  m  rried  Sarah 
Smith  in  1691  and  lived  here  on  the 
old  place,  now  the  old  houselot  of  IC. 
G.  Dole.  Abigail  married  William 
Smith  1693.  His  wife  Mary  diet 
1695  and  the  same  year  he  manied 
Sarah,  widow  of  Rowe  l. 

His  son,  Oneisiphorous,  Jr.,  who 
lived  where  W,  B.  Tibbetts  now 
does. man  ied.  1  71  1  ,Mehitable. widow 
of  Simon  Dow  and  daughter  of  Isaac 
Green  of  Hampton. 

Daniel  Merrill,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned. married  Sara.li, the  daugh- 
ter of  John  Clougb,  and  moved  to  the 
Plains.  Daniel  was  the  son  of 
Nathaniel  Men  ill  of  Newbury.  I 
have  not  as  vet  ascertained  in  w  hat 
way  or  w  hen  he  secured  the  land  so 
long  in  the  Merrill  name  a.s  a  home- 
stead. However,  about  1695  he,  then 
called  Sergeant  Merrill,  owned  land 
next  east  of  Thomas  Ciough's.  Pass- 
ing further  en  along  this  road  I  fnd 
no  iurther  records  of  early  settlers 
until  you  reach  the  place  now  occu- 
pied "by  Mr.  P.  A.  True.  Henry 
True  was  originally  at  Salem.  He 
manied  Israel,  the  sister  of  Major 
Robert  Pike. and  moved  to  Salisbury, 
buying  in  1657  tile  homestead  of 
Richard  North  near  the  green  in 
Salisbury.  Henry  died  prior  to  itfo, 
as  this  vear  his  widow  inannd 
Joseph  Fletcher,  who  lived  just  t!.:- 
side  6f  Hook's  crossing,  1  ear  the 
k-n  \v  bridge."  Henry  fad  several 
chiklrei  of  which  Henry,  born  10.15. 
married  Jane-,  daughter  of  Inojuas 
Pra<  hui.\ ,  1668.  He  built  a  h<  use  on 
the  rot  ill  end  of  Mr.  rietcbei's  farm, 
and  which  has  passed  by  regular 
descent  to  th.e  present  owner,  Mr.  P. 
A.  Ti  ue  .  I  ieivry,  Jr.,  know  n  as 
Ciifiaiii,  was  for  yeais  during  tie 
Indian  w  ai  s  in  charge  oi  the  Sabs- 


bury  tro ..ps,  and  his  voluminous 
account  books  testify. to  his  ability  as 
a  scholar  and  penman. 

OF  the  hardships  to  which  these 
early  settlers  were  called  to  endure 
it  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  in 
detail,  but  as  we  review  the  condition 
of  a Ma.irs  as  they  then  existed  we 
stand  amazed  at  the  courage  displayed 
by  our  forefathers,  w  ho  in  locating 
here  had  to  subdue  the  wilderness, 
clearing  the  forests  of  the  growth  of 
ages,  erecting  their  houses  of  logs  or 
hewn  frame,  clearing  the  fields  of 
stones  which  have  been  placed  into 
the  countless  stone  walls  to  be  seen 
on  every  side,  each  and  every  rod  of 
which  testifies  to  the  labor  of  the 
past  generations. 

Who  were  they— th a  bi i il  l i  rs 

Of  the  many  gray  old  wall-; 
That  checker  all  New  England  o'er 

Where'er  the  vision  fa' Is? 
They  part  the  hills  and  valleys, 

The  meadows  and  the  plains. 
And  journey  with  us  as  we  «ro 

Through  woods  and  shady  lanes. 

Mile  after  mile  of  gray  stone  wall. 

Are  left  until  <>ui-  day  ; 
Bur  the  active,  busy  builders. 

We  wonder  who  wer  ■  they  ? 
Moss  grown  their  woifc  is  left  behind,— 

'Twas  neatly  done  and  well ; 
But  years  ago  the  builders 

Vanished  from  hill  and  dell. 

Not  only  must  the  natural  condi- 
tions of  the  land  be  improved,  but  no 
less  the  wolf,  the  fox  and  other  wild 
animals  must  be  overcome,  while 
the  wily  Indian  was  ever  ready  to 
swoop  down  on  the  unsuspecting 
settler,  burning  his  buildings, 
destroying  his  crops  and  killing  or 
taking  captive  the  members  of  his 
household.  The  roads,  then  but 
paths  through  the  woods,  made  the 
going  to  mill  or  the  store  a  difficult 
and  even  dangerous  undertaking. 

Of  society  there  was  none  except- 
ing that  of  the  immediate  neighbors. 
The  daily  mail,  the  newspaper,  the 
library,  were  but  the  dreams  of  an 
enthusiast.  Little  need  seemed  there- 
tor  schools,  and  only  were  the 
primary  essentials  learned  by  the 
children  of  that  generation,  als  the  old 


papers  of  that  time  give  abundant 
and  conclusive  testimony.  It  was  a 
time  when  strong  hands  found- 
abundant  employment,  and  the  man 
who  could  lead  the  work  of  the 
fields  or  the  woman  who  did  the 
duties  of  the  house  felt  no  cabs  upon 
them  for  much  of  the  time  given  bv 
their  descendents  to  the  demands  of 
society. 

How  well  YVhittier  has  painted 
the  scene  : 


We  piled,  with  care,  our  nightly  staek 
Of  wood  against  the  chimn  y-back  — 
The  oaken  log,  green,  huge  and  tii  ik, 
And  on  its  top  tne  -t  nit  back-stick  ; 
Tn  •  knotty  for  stick  laid  apart, 
And  lid  d  between  with  euri  his  art 
The  ragged  brush;  tin  n,  hovering  near, 
We  watch  d  the  lirst  red  blaze  appear. 
Heard  th.?  sharp  crackle,  caught  h  •  gleam 
On  whilewashe-'i  wall  and  sagging  beam, 
I "ntil  the  old,  rude  fashioned  ro  an 
Hurst,  flower  like,  into  rosybloom  ; 

Shut  in  from  all  tin-  world  without. 
We  sat  the  clean-wing  d  hearth  about. 
Content  ro  let  to  ■  n  nan-win  1  roar 
In  battled  rage  at  pane  and  d  cor, 
And  for  the  winder  fir. side  meet, 
Between  the  an  ir  >ns'  straddling  feet, 
Tne  mug  of  cut  r  simmer  d  si  >w. 
Tic  apples  sunt  ten  I  in  a  row. 
And,  close  at  hand,  the  bask  A  stood 
With  unto  from  brown  October's  woods. 

Our  uncle,  innocent  of  bo<  ks, 
Was  rich  in  lore  of  fields  and  broi  ks, 
The  aneb  nt  teachers  nev«  r  dumb 
Of  nature's  unhoused  lyecum. 
In  ino"ns  and  tides  and  weatherwise, 
lie  viv.nl  l  iir  clouds  as  pr<>[)ln  eii  s, 
And  foul  or  lair  could  wi  ll  divine, 
Ity  many  an  occult  hint  and  siun. 
Holding  the  cunning-warded  keys 
T >  all  the  woodcral  ts  tnysl .  ries  ; 
Himself  tn  natures'  heart  so  near 
That  all  In  r  vine,  sin  his  tar 
Of  beast  or  bird  had  meaning  clear, 
A  simple,  guileh  ss,  childlike  man, 
Content  to  live  where  life  began  : 
Strong  only  on  his  native  grounds, 
The  Little  world  of  sights  and  sounds 
Whose  girdle  was  t  he  parish  bounds. 

lb-  told  how  teal  and  loon  he  shot. 
And  luov  tiie  «  aglcs'  eggs  he  got, 
Tie-  f^ats  mii  pond  and  river  done, 
Tie'  prodigit  s  of  rod  and  gun  ; 
Tiie  clear  home  fac<  s  whereupon 
That  lit  I  nil  firelight  paled  anh  shown, 
11  Mic  ;for\vard,  listen  as  we  will. 
The  voh-  >  o!  th  it  hearth  are  still; 
I/)  k  where  we  nets',  the  wide  world  o'er 
Tn  »se  liu-iit  d  fae  'S  smile  no  more. 
We  tr<ia  i  ;  h    pa .  1 1  <  their  feet  hn  ve  worn. 
We  sit  b  n  ath  !  heir  orebard-tre<  s, 
We  he  ir,  i.k  •  tii  in,  the  hum  of  bees 
And  rust  I    of  the  bladcd  corn  ; 
\\ c  torn  th  •  pages  that  th  >y  read, 
Tii  ir  <\  ritt  u  w  ords  we  linger  o'er, 
K  it  in  the  sun  toy  casl  n  >  shade, 
N  »  voic  •  is  iii  ai  d,  n  >  sivu  \<  ma  le: 
No  <t.eji  is  on  1  in-  c  nisei  in-  Honr  ■ 
\   t  love  will  di'i  am,  an  1  faith  will  t  rust. 
That  somehow,  somewhere  meet  we  must. 


if 


